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ern Europe. A multidisciplinary and pan European experts’ working group has been
established to discuss the development of best practices to optimise future HTAs
for HPV vaccination. RESULTS: Our research shows that a systematic, transparent
and comprehensive approach was inconsistently used in previous HTAs leading to
different conclusions. However, all HTAs raised some uncertainties and remaining
open questions at time of assessment that need to be further addressed. The ex-
perts’ group reached consensus on the following points: 1) Epidemiological trends
and projections of HPV infection and diseases should be considered to better esti-
mate the expected impact of vaccination on HPV burden; 2) Changes in knowledge,
perceptions and attitudes towards HPV vaccination should be documented, as they
may affect the medical and economical efficiency of vaccination programmes. 3)
Dynamic transmission models (accounting for herd immunity) should be used,
considering decision-analytic aspects (incremental comparisons, time horizon,
discounting, model validation), to help assessors handling validity and uncertain-
ties on key parameters (HPV transmission, vaccine effectiveness, duration of pro-
tection); 4) HPV vaccination as any health technology should be subject to an on-
going HTA process that integrates new monitoring outcomes and research
findings. CONCLUSIONS: HTAs of HPV vaccination were used to inform policy-
making for girls’ vaccination, while uncertainties remained at first assessment
time. Evidence generated since latest HTA should continuously be integrated in
new HTAs, to better inform country policy decisions and adjust/extend policies in
place accordingly.
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3-YEAR REAL-WORLD OUTCOMES WITH THE SWEDISH ADJUSTABLE GASTRIC
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OBJECTIVES: To prospectively ascertain outcomes typical of the French national
experience with the Swedish Adjustable Gastric BandTM (SAGBTM) in a consecu-
tive-series, patient sample. METHODS: A common protocol for prospective data
collection was provided to both urban and rural centres across regions of continen-
tal France. The protocol stipulated collection of data for body mass index (BMI,
kg/m2), excess weight (kg), comorbidities, quality of life (QoL), and adverse events.
RESULTS: Thirty-one surgeons in 28 teams implanted SAGBs.The cohort of 517
patients included 88.0% female; mean age of 37.5 years; mean disease duration,
15.3 years; mean preoperative BMI, 41.2. Measures of obesity were significantly
reduced at 3 years, with a within-patient mean BMI reduction of 9.0 (95% CI: 8.5, 9.5;
p0.0001), excess body weight reduction of 24.5 kg (23.1, 25.9; p0.0001), and cor-
responding 47.4% EWL (44.3, 51.0). Arthropathy, hypertension, dyslipidemia, and
gastro-oesophageal reflux disease were the 4 most frequently cited comorbidities.
Comorbidity prevalence fell significantly from a baseline of 74.3% (773 reported
comorbidities in 381/513) to 27.2% (161 comorbidities in 116/424); thus, at 3-year
follow-up, 72.8% reported no comorbidity. The majority of SAGB patients (68.3%)
experienced no adverse events. Confirmed adverse events associated with the
SAGB procedure totaled 290, occurring in 31.7% of patients. An overall adverse
event rate of 0.19 events per patient-year.There was 1 unrelated death.Obesity-
specific BAROSTM and non-disease specific Euro-QoLTMpresented improvement
in QoL over 3 years post-SAGB implantation. Global QoL improvement was signif-
icantly associated with magnitude of BMI reduction (p0.001) CONCLUSIONS:
SAGB was effective at 3 yrs; BMI was reduced by 9.0 kg/m2, from 41.0 to 32.2 kg/m2.
Average number of comorbidities per patient decreased over time. The 3-year im-
plant-survival rate was 87.0%. SAGB-induced weight loss was associated with sub-
stantially improved QoL.
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OBJECTIVES: Thyroidectomy is the treatment of choice in most thyroid cacner
patients; however the incidence of complications after thyroidectomy cannot be
bypassed. However, there are few studies about the complication after thyroidec-
tomy using nationwide health claim data. The aim of this study was to investigate
the incidence of complications after thyroidectomy in patients with thyroid cancer
and its risk factor in South Korea. METHODS: We used national health claim data-
base between 2006 and 2010 including all hospital records covering almost every
population by national health insurance system. We included patients aged 20-120
years old with thyroid cancer ( ICD-10 codes of C73*) who underwent throidecto-
my(P4551-4, P4561) in 2008. To select newly diagnosed patients in 2008, we ex-
cluded all patients who were previously reported to have any type of cancer in-
cluding thyroid cancer, hypoparathyroidism, or vocal cord paralysis between 2006
and 2007. We conducted a follow-up survey of the selected subjects on the national
health claim database at least for 2 years after diagnosis. RESULTS: Patients who
underwent thyroidectomy for thyroid cancer treatment 15,811 (mean age:
48.112.6 years). Complication after surgery occurred in 1,148 (7.3%) patients dur-
ing follow up of 2.4 years; 5.7% of hypoparathyroidism and 1.7% vocal cord paral-
ysis. Only 3.6% of complication (2.6% hypoparathyroidism and 0.6% vocal cord
paralysis) was reported within 1 month after surgery. The development of compli-
cation was significantly related with higher age, highly advanced general hospital,
urban region. CONCLUSIONS: This study results suggest that postoperative care
for patients with thyroidectomy is important to detect complications and to treat
them appropriately especially in elderly. Further more study is required to identify
risk factors of complication after thyroidectomy.
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OBJECTIVES: Individuals with pre-existing multi-vessel disease (MVD) and type-II
diabetes mellitus (DM) are at increased risk of complications following coronary
revascularisation. The global rise in prevalence of DM warrants frequent monitor-
ing of medium-term outcomes in real-world patients undergoing contemporary
coronary artery bypass surgery (CABG) or percutaneous coronary intervention.
METHODS: We conducted a meta-analysis comparing the effectiveness of CABG
versus drug-eluting stents (DES) in the MVD-DM population. Using a set of pre-
specified criteria, a search strategy was developed to retrieve published reports to
date (April 2012) in the English language. An electronic search for non-randomised
controlled studies was conducted in five medical databases (MEDLINE, EMBASE,
PUBMED, CINAHL and the Cochrane). A panel comprising three reviewers were
involved in systematically screening the selected abstracts, whilst two performed
the data extraction. Data were pooled using both fixed- and random-effects mod-
els. Effects sizes were measured through relative risks (RR) and 95% confidence
intervals (CI). RESULTS: Of 13 reports that met our pre-specified criteria, we in-
cluded 11 studies which enrolled 4,162 patients (2,033 CABG and 2,129 DES). The
average length follow-up was 2.5 years (range 12- and 60-months). Whilst no sig-
nificant mortality benefit was observed by either CABG or DES at mean follow-up
(RR  0.9; 95%-CI: 0.6 to 1.3), CABG was associated with lower risk of myocardial
infarction (RR 0.5; 95%-CI: 0.4 to 0.8), repeat revascularisation (RR0.3; 95%-CI: 0.2
to 0.4), and MACCE (RR 0.7; 95%-CI: 0.6 to 0.8). In contrast, CABG was associated
with higher risk of cerebrovascular events (CVE) (RR 1.8; 95%-CI: 1.04 to 3.2). Both
procedures showed no significant difference in the combined outcome of all-cause
mortality, myocardial infarction or CVE (RR  0.9; 95%-CI: 0.8 to 1.1).
CONCLUSIONS: In a real-world population we demonstrated a unique finding of
increased risk of myocardial infarction with DES compared to CABG at mean fol-
low-up of 2.5 years.
PSU4
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OBJECTIVES: Angiograms, whereby a tube is inserted in the arm or groin area and
threaded up to the heart to check for blocked arteries that may cause a heart attack,
is a necessary but complicated and expensive procedure. This study analyzed the
potential overuse of angiograms among patients who underwent coronary artery
bypass graft (CABG) surgery in Turkey. METHODS: Using the Turkish National
Health Insurance Database, patients undergoing CABG surgery in 2010 were iden-
tified using the appropriate International Classification of Disease 10th Revision
Clinical Modification (ICD-10-CM) diagnosis codes. From this group, patients with
more than one angiogram 3 months before surgery were identified. Regional vari-
ations were identified using a color-coded map. The relationship between hospital
quality and angiogram intensity was assessed using chi-square tests. Hospital
quality was determined using the previously validated CompQual index, which
uses hospital operational mortality and volume as inputs. RESULTS: Out of 39,410
patients identified, 6.65% had more than one angiogram 3 months prior to CABG
surgery. There was a wide variation in angiogram use across cities. The proportion
of CABG surgery patients with more than one angiogram was the highest in
Tekirdag (14.46%), followed by Afyonkarahisar (12.23%) and Erzurum (10.66%).
There was a significant relationship between hospital quality and overuse of an-
giograms. The highest quality hospitals had a higher proportion of patients with a
single angiogram prior to CABG surgery (p0.001). CONCLUSIONS: Angiograms,
although significantly important to detect blocked arteries, should be applied ef-
fectively. Excessive use of angiograms not only decreases the quality of health care
but also increases health care costs.
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OBJECTIVES: Bariatric surgery is highly complex process indicated for treating
morbid obesity. In the SUS the surgery provided is the laparotomical way. Objec-
tives of the study were: Elaboration of a rapid review about the effectiveness and
economical analysis of the bariatric surgery methods for the decision of incorpo-
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rating the videolaparoscopy technique into SUS. Survey about the number of hos-
pitalization and expenditures related to bariatric surgeries effectuated in Brazil in
the period between 2008 and 2012. METHODS: Search, analysis and critical scien-
tific literature usage based on Medline, Pesquisa Saúde and Rebrats (The Brazilian
Network for Health Technology Assessment). A priority was attributed to Brazilian
studies and studies financed by Department of Science and Technology (DECIT) of
the Ministry of Health of Brazil. Data acquisition of expenditures related to bariatric
surgery in the database of the IT Department of SUS (DATASUS). RESULTS: There
have been no observable differences between laparotomical and laparoscopical
methods in such terms as mortality and weight loss. But there have been signifi-
cant differences in the quality of life of the patient and internalization time. The
studies financed by DECIT show that the cost of the surgery varies according to the
access route. The average expenditure for videolaparoscopy was US$12,448.00
compared to US$4,911.00 for the conventional surgery. Data of DATASUS indicates
that the number of hospitalization for bariatric surgery paid by SUS was 16.785. In
this period an increase of more than 68% was observed. The aggregate value of the
expenditure in this field was US$44,116,330.031 for these years. CONCLUSIONS:
The results show that the number of bariatric surgery has increased significantly in
the last years. Therefore it’s necessary to conduct a cost-benefit analysis in the
standpoint of the SUS. This analysis should consider the implications to the quality
of live of patients when evaluating videolaparoscopy bariatric surgery way.
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FOLLOWING CLINICAL COMPLETE RESPONSE
Rickles AS, Iannuzzi JC, Fleming FJ, Francone TD, Dolan JG, Monson JR, Noyes K
University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry, Rochester, NY, USA
OBJECTIVES: Total mesorectal excision (TME) in combination with neoadjuvant
chemoradiation (CRT) therapy is the mainstay of rectal cancer treatment today.
With the standard implementation of CRT, however, 15-30% of patients will have a
complete response to therapy without any evidence of residual cancer prior to
surgery. Current standard of care remains to be subsequent surgery along with the
associated risks of a stoma and operative morbidity. Some researchers challenge
the current trends and suggest that these patients can be closely observed rather
than undergo surgery. Using decision analysis modeling we sought to determine
the most cost-effective therapy for patients with rectal cancer who have clinical
complete response (cCR): observation, local resection, or TME. METHODS: An ex-
tensive literature review was performed to determine the event rates, utilities and
costs. Expert opinion was used when there were gaps in the literature. Sensitivity
analysis was performed to determine which variables had the largest influence on
treatment decision. RESULTS: A non-operative approach dominated both local
excision and TME for a cost-effective treatment. Observation without surgery pro-
vided 0.16 additional QALYs over a 5-year period when compared to local excision
and was over $3,000 cheaper. Choosing to observe the patient saved nearly $17,000
compared to TME and added an additional 0.96 QALYs over 5 years. On sensitivity
analysis the probability of a local or distant recurrence when choosing to observe
the patient had the largest effect on the outcome, with a threshold of greater than
12% risk of local or distant recurrence changing the preferred decision to perform
local excision. CONCLUSIONS: Rectal cancer patients with clinical complete re-
sponse often undergo unnecessary and costly surgery. This cost-effectiveness
model shows that choosing to observe patients with clinical complete response is
both cheaper and more effective than surgical intervention for this unique patient
population.
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OBJECTIVES: To evaluate the prognostic factos of secondary hip replacement fol-
lowing the primary reduction internal screw fixation of femoral neck fractures.
METHODS: In this retrospective study the data derive from the database of the
Hungarian National Health Insurance Fund Administration. The study includes
patients over 60 years following primary reduction internal screw fixation of fem-
oral neck fracture (S7200) discharged from inpatient care institutions in 2000. Dur-
ing the 8 years follow up period the data of secondary hip replacement were re-
corded. We evaluated the following risk factors: age, sex (male/female), type of
primary femoral neck fracture (extracapsular, intracapsular undisplaced/intraca-
psular displaced), the season of primary treatment (spring, summer, autumn/win-
ter), day of surgery (week-day/weekend), surgical delay (6-12h, 12-24h, 24h/ 0-6h)
and the absence or presence of comorbidities. The effects of prognostic factors
were evaluated by Cox proportional hazard regression analysis (HR, 95 % CI, p).
RESULTS: A total of 2784 patients with primary reduction internal screw fixation
met the inclusion criteria. In the follow up period 6.82 % (190 cases) of patients
underwent secondary hip replacement, mainly due to osteonecrosis, nonunion
and coxarthrosis. Significant correlation can be shown between suffering second-
ary hip replacement and the age (year, HR0.968, CI:0.951-0.986), the type of frac-
ture (intracapsular undisplaced vs. displaced, HR0.395, CI:0.260-0.601) and the
season of primary surgical intervention (fall vs. winter, HR0.505, CI:0.336-0.760
spring vs. winter, HR0.626, CI:0.429-0.914 summer vs. winter, HR0.613,
CI:0.415-0.906). CONCLUSIONS: The role of age and fracture displacement are well-
known as a risk factors in a literature, but the impact of winter season of primary
osteosynthesis is unknown. In the future this result should be further investigated
in the context of seasonal changes in vitamin D level and bone remodeling, focus-
ing on decreasing the secondary treatment with high burden after femoral neck
fractures with reduction internal fixation.
SURGERY - Cost Studies
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OBJECTIVES: Surgical Site Infection (SSIs) is the most frequent type of hospital-
acquired infection, accounting for more than (37%). The prevalence of hospital-
acquired infection in Spain is 7.8%, where SSI account for 19%. For appendectomy
procedures, the SSI rate of 4.9% is reported. SSI increases the patient’s risk of
morbidity and mortality, prolongs hospital stay by more than a week, and worsens
the overall patient quality of life. Moreover, the risk of SSI has increased recently
due to multiple comorbidities. In addition, SSI is becoming more treatment-resis-
tant than ever. The aim of this study was to analyze the economic consequences of
using antibacterial sutures in appendectomy procedures in Spain. METHODS: A
dynamic excel-based decision-analytic model was developed. Published literature
reviews were used to estimate the three key variables: SSI reduction using antibac-
terial sutures (55%7) compared to standard sutured, prolonged length of hospital
stay due to SSI (7.7 days), and the cost of hospital stay per day (2,057€). The rate of
readmission due to persistent infection was used (18%), which was estimated as
costs 2,166€, and it was added to the prior amount to calculate total costs of infec-
tion. Country input data for the model were reported as the number of appendec-
tomy procedures performed per year (34,500). The list price at which regular and
antibacterial sutures were purchased was also collected. A two-way sensitivity
analysis was conducted, with two variables being the infection rate and suture
price. RESULTS: Antibacterial sutures were found to be 14% more expensive; how-
ever, allowing a 56% of hospital cost avoidance. This may have an impact of
4,970,273€ in annual savings in Spain. CONCLUSIONS: This analysis presents new
evidence of support of the use of antibacterial sutures by demonstrating that it
could reduce the SSI rate, and could allow cost-savings compared to standard
sutures, among other benefits.
PSU9
BUDGET IMPACT OF AUTOGRAFT HARVEST, BONE GRAFT SUPPLEMENTS AND
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OBJECTIVES: No multicenter studies currently assess the incremental costs of au-
togenous bone graft harvest (autograft) in foot and ankle procedures. This study
applied conservatively estimated incremental costs of autograft (with and without
bone graft supplements/enhancers) using an interactive budgetary impact model
comparing costs and cost offsets of an orthobiologic bone graft substitute (-TCP
with recombinant human platelet-derived growth factor-BB [rhPDGF-BB]) in foot
and ankle fusion procedures. METHODS: A Canadian hospital-based budget im-
pact model was developed utilizing International Society of Pharmacoeconomics
and Outcomes Research (ISPOR) guidelines. Clinical and health economic litera-
ture, data from a 434-patient randomized control trial and data from a panel of ten
experienced orthopaedic surgeons provided estimates of medical resource utiliza-
tion and associated hospital costs. Model parameters were confirmed by six indi-
viduals representing 15 Canadian hospitals. RESULTS:Autograft carries incremen-
tal costs related to operating suite time (37.9 17.0 minutes for an iliac crest donor
site and 22.1  21.6 minutes for local donor sites), recovery room time (25.0  12.3
minutes for iliac and 3.5  9.4 minutes for local), and donor site complications.
Conservative base case incremental costs were $1,601(CAD) for iliac crest and $755
(CAD) for local sites. Complications at the harvest site contributed an additional
base case cost of $414 for iliac crest and $182 for local sites. Use of an orthobiologic
bone graft substitute had higher acquisition costs, but yielded per-case and annu-
alized cost savings ($34 and $2,454, respectively, base case) by eliminating incre-
mental costs, graft harvest complications, and patient pain reported for autograft
harvest during clinical trial. CONCLUSIONS: The gold standard of harvesting au-
togenous bone graft as an adjunct to foot and ankle fusion surgery is associated
with significant health care costs. The use of -TCP with rhPDGF-BB eliminated
variable, incremental hospital costs associated with bone graft harvesting and
treating related complications.
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OBJECTIVES: Chronic kidney disease (CKD) and end-stage kidney disease are well-
established risk factors for early mortality and morbididy in patients with coronary
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